GREEN MOUNTAIN

CITIZEN

Fall 2006

/ LEHUW DQG 6 HF X ULW
1 HWZ RUN

The LWVUS has created a network onliberty
and seaurity activitiesto gain a better sense of
what the League isdoingin this broad area
Currently alittl e over half the state Leagues are
part of the network, and the national League
would like to have dl the states represented.

Under the umbrella of “liberty and security” the
League & every level isexploring, with the
pubic, the relationship between ou civil
liberties and haw they are threaened by
government adion in the name of the “war on
terrorism.”

The Program: There are acdually threepartsto
this projed: proteding our civil li berties;
engaging communities in haneland seaurity; and
educaing our communities on why we ae under
threa and what can be done &ou it.

Thefirst part includes adion taken at both the
locd and retiondl levels, originaly in oppaing
parts of the PATRIOT Act, bu alsoin gaining a
greaer understanding of what our civil li berties
are and what constitutes the threa to them. The
latest focus has been onguaranteeing the balance
of power and asauring oversight. Last year, the
focus of the educaional effort by the LWVUS
was a project funded by the JohnD. and

Catherine T. McArthur Foundition entitled
“Locd Voices” Itwasaseriesof dialogues

among small groups seking to understand more
abou the balance of liberty and security. The
grant cdled for 10 Leagues to engage in the
dialogues last summer so that the report, “Locd
Voices’ could beissued, in the hope of
influencing Congress However such dalogues
could be undertaken at any time, and, perhaps,
even repededly.

The second phaseisaprojed cdled “How
Homeland Seaurity is Working at Home.” There
isaquestionraire that could be asked of local,
regional and state governments, and private
sedor first responcers, along with alist of
patential agenciesto be surveyed. The LWVUS
hopes that locd Leagues would take part in this
locd study, and then hast forums that would
engage their communities in understanding how
homeland seaurity is adually functioning in their
towns and what role the puldic shoud play.
Thereis also ashort report form for thase who
complete the adivity. Whether or not your
communiti es beli eve they are thredened by
terrorism, we dl | eaned after Katrina that there
islittl e diff erence between respondng to a man-
made or natural major disaster.

Thethird pheseisjust getting started. With the
help of the RAND Corporation, materials will be
Continued onP.3



President’s Message
Fall 2006

After abit of summer vacaion,we' renow in
high gear, bah onthe state and locd levels.

In thisissue, youwill read areport onthe
Naturali zation ceremony held at the Statehouse
on September 11. It really was very spedal, with
74 rew citizens svorn in the House dhamber -
abou twicethe usual contingent, attracted by the
venue. Abou athird of the groupregistered to
vote. It was exciting and fun, bu the registration
process $rengthened my suppat for same-day
registration. September 11 was the day before
the Primary eledion, and we had to explain to
these new voters that yes, there was an election
the next day, bu they couldn't vote in that one,
but had to wait until the General eledionin
November. Lifeiscomplicaed enough withou
making it more wnfusing!

Next up, debates gponsored or co-spornsored by
the LWV: Burlington —Thursday, Oct. 5, 700
p.m., Lt. Governor, Contois Auditorium;
Tuesday, Oct 10, 7 pm., five candidatesfor VT
Senate from Windsor Courty at Cavendish
township elementary schodl; Brattleboro -Wed
Oct 11, 79 pm., U.S. Senate Candidates at the
Gymnasium of the Austine Schod for the Ded,
sporsored by Vermont Protedion & Advocacy;
Rutland —Thursday Oct 12, 79 pm., U.S.
Senate and House candidates, Paramourt
Theder.

Please check out the aticle on Liberty and
Seaurity. Thisisan ongoing project of the
LWVUS, and they are looking to expand
participationin order to lean more dou
emergency preparednessat locd and state levels
nationwide. | have long believed that locd
studies are the best way to keep members
engaged and invested in the League, and the best
way to gain the biggest personal benefit of
membership —working closely with people over
the longer term, getting to know them well, and

making lifelong friends. Our locd Leagues are
regional, and | have had troude @wming up with
astudy or studies that would work in this venue.
The study of homeland seaurity preparedness
although na ending in the @mnsensus process
would provide the skill sand knowvledge of the
processnecessary to maintaining thisimportant
League program skill .

The LWV of Vermont and the LWV of
Champlain Valley arein the processof
transferring our web information to the League
Easy Web, aservice of the LWV of Cdifornia.
Maintaining the website can be done by anyone
with internet accessand basic computer skill s.
For apreview, go to http://lwvnet.org. There
you can click onany of the Leagues now using
the service and seehow it will | ook. The
LWVVT shoud be “going live” by the end d
the month. Ralph Paceis cheefully
relinquishing his duties as our current
webmaster, and we owe him ahuge Thank You
for his srvice over the past threeyears.

Andfinally, there was a meding of the Quad
States Presidentsin Kittery, ME on September
27. There we met our new LWVUS liaison,
Judy Davis, and spent aday brainstorming and
sharing ideas on membership development. The
results of that meding are summarized on p.5.

Kate Rader

Naturalization Ceremonies

For more than a year, the LWVV T has been
attending naturali zation ceremonies acrossthe
state, and registering new citizensto vate. The
original request came through the nationa

Continued on p.4



Liberty and Security Network, continued

provided to locd Leagues. The am isfor the
Leagues to hast educational forums onthe
subjed —a @ntroversial and dfficult topic for
most people to even begin to think abou. The
secondstep will be small guided dialogues a
week or two later among those who participated
in the forum, which will engage participantsin a
processcall ed “assumption-based decision
making.” In this process threepossble
approadhesto an issue are suggested by different
sources, their explicit and implicit assumptions
will be mnsidered, and then the question “1f
this...then what” will be discussed. There aeas
where there is consensus are the aeas where
people with diff erent viewpoints can come
together onalong-term pdlicy.

If the project isfunded, RAND will aso engage
in additional research such as pulic opinion
palling and write areport. Thisis part of their
exploration abou how to dolong-term padlicy
development, andfits nicely into our misson d
educating communiti es and engaging them in
civic participation.

Now, to return to the Liberty and Seaurity
network. Each perticipating state League will
appant a owordinator. The Coordinator’sroleis
to lean what’s going onin your state, and help
locd Leagues with questions or resources, and
share what we is learned with cther state
coordinators © that we can all get agrasp o the
developing isaues, problems, and solutions
LWVUS hopes to learn what Leagues are doing
inthisarea These aeiswesthat will bewith
usfor along timeto come. It is believed that
Leagues are engaging in avariety of adivities
aroundthem, bu there is noway to know unless
we share that information. Increasing
communicaionwill help infundraising and —
even more importantly — our effedivenessas an
organization.

Anyone interested in learning more aou this
projed shoud contad Kate Rader at 2294737 @
radercaherine@gmavt.net.

Wenea HELP!

First, your stalwart GMC Editor has foundit
necessary to lighten her load by relinquishing
that post. Therefore, we haveto finda
replacement. The newsletter is an 8page
quarterly, the most oneroustask in editing it is
wresting articles from your contributors. There
are goproximately 200 d you ou there — surely
at least one of youisable and willi ng to take on
thisimportant task. Assuming a paosition onthe
LWVVT board o diredorsisdesirable but nat
mandatory. If anyoneisinterested, a knows a
fellow member who should be interested, contad
Kate (2294737 radercaherine@gmavt.net) or
Stella (6587686 sbukanc@pshift.com).

Seoond,we will soon ke making plans for our
2007 Legidative Day, usudly held in February.
We aelooking for afew good peopleto help us
plan the event, particularly those who have
attended before and therefore have ideas on how
it can be improved.

Legidative Day is meant to provide an
oppatunity for Leaguersto get an update on ou
legislative priorities and adivities at the
Statehouse, and to med with your legislators to
promote thase priorities.

Plesse ontad Kate (see @dowe) or Vee(878
565Q veeg@verizon.ret) with your thoughts,
whether or nat you think you can formally serve
onthe Legidative Day committee




Naturalization Ceremonies, continued

League to the Vermont Immigration Service for
the federal court district. The ceremonies are
usually on Mondays, 200 pm., orceor
sometimes twice amonth. They are occasionally
held in speda places such as shods. We
recantly had a ceremony in the State House, and
ancther at the Shelburne Museum. At most of
the caemonies in Burlington, the Champlain
Valley League provides membersto dothe
registration, and in Rutland, Lois Brown, a
member of Bladk River League has been dang
the registration.

If any League member iswilli ng to dothis, we
are dways willi ng to have youthere. The
ceremony at the State House had vduntee's from
Central Vermont, as well as a member of the
Vermont Businessand Professonal Women help
out. Togetonthelist, call me & 8790003 @
e-mail me & margegaskins @verizon.ret.

Marge Gaskins

Naturalization Ceremony at the State Housein
September.

Flo Young isin the lower left corner.

How to Become a Notary

One can become anatary and subsequently
register voters by going to Superior Court, taking
the oath of office, and paying afeeof $20.00.
The age requirement is 18 years or older. No
tests need to betaken. Theindividual needs only
to be a dtizen in goodstanding.

The authority granted by Superior Court is good
for afixed four year period. Anyonewhois
presently anatary or becomes one prior to
February 10", 2007, must again pay the feeprior
to that date to continue for the next four years.

Registration forms are avail able in the town o
city clerk’s office and can also be obtained by
contading the office of the Seaetary of State.
That phore number is 802-828-2363.

The voter’s oath is administered by having the
registrant hald up hsor her right hand and either
reading the oath or listening to it being read and
then saying “1 will”. The completed form can
then be turned in to the town clerk’ s office either
by the registrant or the person administering the
oath.

We have been making it apradicein LWVCEN
to give the registrant the yell ow copy and turning
the white apiesin to the appropriate town clerk
ourselves. The registrant shoud be encouraged
to bring the yellow copy with him or her to the
palsjust in casethereisaproblem. That shoud
sufficeto enable the voter to vae.

Registering voters has long been a priority of the
League andthat has often led to League
members being contacted to provide registration
services. A history teacher in alocd schod
district approadhed a League member recently
with aprojed his Advanced Placanent students
are undertaking. They are adively encouraging

Continued on p.5



How to Become a Notary, continued

community members who are not registered and
students who have recently come of age to doso,
and are off ering the school as the locaion for
one erening to dothis. Some refreshments will
be provided. With the notarized L eague member
able to attend, this adivity shoud bring abou a
good number of new voters.

The minimal effort and small cost of notarization
provides us with the oppatunity to increase the
numbers of citizens who exercise their franchise.
Theroats of the League ae foundin the
Suffragist Movement, which means that our

eff orts in registering new voters take us back to
our origins. That by itself isvery rewarding.

Claudette Sortino

Quad States Presidents Med

The presidents of the Quad States L eagues-Jane
Armstrong (NH), Holli e Courage (RI), Ann
Luther (ME) and Kate Rader (VT) met in
Kittery, ME with ou new LWVUS liaison Judy
Davis. It wasauseful and productive meding.

Although all of these state Leagues are small,
with memberships ranging from 200to 300 @ so
(our small size being the reason for the cmpact),
areview of the presidents concerns led the
discusson to member retention and engagement
rather than growth as such. Thisis particularly a
problem in these states where MALs outnumber
members affili ated with alocd League, and
those MALSs are scatered throughou the states.

Members at large aside, our few local Leagues
need strengthening. Several techniques for
engaging members and increasing their
familiarity with the League were mentioned,
including “Meet-Ups,” where members can get
together in asocial setting and dscuss
predetermined topics informally, and ane-on-one
medings between board members or experienced
members and rewer members which are, in fact,

informal interviews in which the two can get to
know ead ather, and the skill s and interests of
the new member can be determined.

“Messaging” is another methodfor engaging
members, sending out frequent natices by e-mail,
letting members know that the LWV gets things
dore. It'safad of lifethat the internet will more
and more dominate our communicaions. Itis
important that members with e-mail | et the
leadership know their addresses. To that end,
please send Kate Rader
(radercatherine@gmavt.net or June Carmichad
(puzzZlewiz@aol.com) your e-mail address

A strong local League needs a strong board.
New members neal jobs to increase their
involvement and identificaionwith the League.
To dothosejobs with confidence and alevel of
comfort, training is needed.

Therefore, we have tentatively scheduled a
weekend training “retrea” for June 2and 3(alt.
Dates May 19 and ). We ae planning two or
threeworkshops, repeated so everyone can
attend all of them. One will be board training,
and the other one or two will be chosen, with
your help, from among topics such as
fundraising, voter service, eledion procedure,
locd and state advocacy, mediatraining, puldic
spe&king andfinancial pradices. Inthe next
weeks and months, plans for this projed will be
finali zed, with a venue determined, and
workshopleadersidentified.

We want to strongly encourage local boardsto
make this retreat a priority, and hge that with
this advancenatice, you will be aleto doso.
We hope that we can dffer this program for a
registration fee of $60,to cover lodging,
bre&fast and lunch. Our recommendationis that
the locd Leagues provide a much of thisfee &
they can afford. Transportation and dnner
would be the resporsibili ty of the atendees. We
will ke you apprised o detail s asour plans
progress



Renewable Energy Conference—
Beyond Peak Oil

Thefifth annual renewable energy conference
will be held Thursday, October 19, at the
Wyndham Burlington Hotel from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 pm. Keynote speeer Dr. Chuck Kutscher,
of the National Renewable Energy Laboratory,
will preview the findings of important new
research demonstrating how renewable
tedhndogies can drastically reduce our
dependency onfossl fuels. Jeff Danziger,
award-winning pdlitica cartoonist, will be the
luncheon spe&ker.

Governor Jim Douglas and Scudder Parker will
debate energy issues.

To register and for more information Msit:
www.REVermont.org or cdl (802) 65577609.

October 12 Debate at Paramount in
Rutland

Unlike debates that are centered on me spedfic
office, the October 12 debate sporsored by the
LWV will feaure magjor candidates for the two
national offices contested in the forthcoming
genera eledion. Major candidates for the
United States House of Representatives and the
Senate will debate the issues of the day together
under the planned format at the Paramourt
Theaer in Rutland. Invited candidates include
Martha Rainvill e, Bernie Sanders, Richard
Tarrant, and Peter Welch. All have agreed to
participate in this candidates’ forum.

Moderator Darren Allen is the Chief of the
Vermont News Bureau in Montpelier, associated
with the Rutland Herald and Barre-Montpeli er
Argus. He has been afrequent contributor to the
“Vermont This Wee” news analysis program
broadcast by Vermont Public Television.

Assgsting him will be apanel of two leading state
journalists, Susan Allen and Sabina Haskell .
Susan Allenisthe ditorial writer for the
Burlington FreePress She began covering state
government and pditi csin 1986for the Free
Press and later worked for the Associated Press
in Vermont. She livesin Calais. Sabina Haskell
isthe ditor of the Brattleboro Reformer.

The debate will be divided into threesegments:
1, guestions from the panelists; 2, questions from
the audience; and 3,asingle question eah
candidate may ask his or her opporent.

Areahigh schod and college students were
invited to attend the debate & a “live dvics
lesoonin ore of the most important elements of
our democratic processes.” Plans are underway
to offer aprize to the best essay related to some
asped of the debate by an attending student.

The debate, starting at 7 pm on Oct 12 at the
Paramourt, is open to the pulic.

Ralph Pace
ral phpace@tds.net




Vermont Democracy:

Politics and the Media

apand discusson feduring

Chris Graff, former Vermont Associated Pressbureau chief
Candace Page, Burlington FreePress

Tom 3 ayton, Vermont Life Magazine and former bureau chief,
Vermont Press Bureau

presented by

The League of Women Voters
of
Central Vermont

Tuesday, October 17 at 7:00 pm.
The Statehouse, Room 10, Montpelier

Free ad open to the pubic
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October 19, 20®
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Candidates for U.S. House and Senate debate & Paramourt
Theaer, Rutland

LWVVT Board Meding
Politi cs and the Media panel discusson, Montpelier

Renewable Energy Conference, Burlington



