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Preview:  2008 Quad States
Leadership Development Program

The Quad States Presidents, representing Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont are
excited about the upcoming Leadership Development Program to be held in Wells, Maine, May 17 and
18, 2008.  This was a very successful event last year, and we hope all League leaders from around the
four Quad States will plan to attend again this year.

Four workshops are planned for the day and a half-long meeting.  Each will be held twice, so all
attendees can go to all sessions.  The topics are:

Advocacy and LWVUS Positions: Advocating at the state and national levels based on LWVUS
positions; coordination with LWVUS; protocol for contacting Congressional delegation.  Leaders: Judy
Davis, LWVUS National Board Liaison, and Jara Burnett, LWV Connecticut (invited).

Candidate Debates and Forums:  Organizing debates; nonpartisan principles; keeping them both fair
and interesting; following the law.  Leaders:  Hollie Courage, LWV Rhode Island and someone from
LWV Massachusetts (invited).

Membership Str ategies Ð What Works: Recruitment; Member and Leadership Development; Member
Retention; Best Practices from LWVUS.  Leaders: TBA

Conducting a League Study.   The nuts and bolts of study at the local and state level; getting
organized, developing resources, educating members, reaching out to the community. Leaders:  Kate
Rader, LWV Vermont, and Marianne D'Angelo, LWV Sudbury MA.

While the conference is particularly designed for the boards and officers of state and local Leagues and
MAL units, all  members who are interested in learning more about how the League works are
encouraged to attend.

The Quad States Leagues are grateful to the Ed. Funds of all four of our member states for underwriting
this important event.  As a result, the registration fee to members is only $20.00 including Saturday
lunch.  Rooms at the League rate are $89 plus tax, double occupancy.    Call the Hampton Inn at Wells,
Maine 207.646.0555 for room reservations.

The registration form for the conference can be found on page 5.



PresidentÕs
Message
Spring 2008

The weather finally was
cold enough for my dog
Sally and I to cross our creek into the woods.
Twice we saw a porcupine, fortunately well up a
tree.  We saw another one last fall, far closer to
the ground.  Sally will get in trouble one of
these days.

Another Legislative Day has come and gone.
This year, our luck with weather did not hold
up, and it was a small but hardy band that
showed up at the State House on February 7.
Nevertheless, I count it as a success, as once
more we had good one-on-one conversations
with our Representatives during lunch at the
Thrush Tavern.  A number of important bills are
under consideration this session, and it's good to
be able to express our views on them directly to
those who will be voting on them, and to hear
from our representatives what goes into their
decisions.

Our biennial Council will be held on May 3, at
Vermont Technical College in Randolph.  In
past years, we have held Council in a joint
meeting with the Quad States (ME, NH, RI and
VT).  Declining attendance by all the state
Leagues has led us to discontinue that practice
this year, and we will each hold our own.  The
primary purpose of Council, held in alternate
years with Convention, is to adopt a budget for
the next fiscal year.  This year we will also be
adopting a position on legislative redistricting,
the culmination of a three-year study chaired by
Terry Bouricius.  Tanya Stone, LWV Champlain
Valley member and author of Elizabeth Leads
the Way, a young person's biography of
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, will be our keynote
speaker.  Register for Council using the form
found on page 3.  [A local arts & agricultural

festival will be held on the VTC campus that
day Ð another reason to attend.] 

Because of the success of last year's Quad
States Leadership Conference, we are repeating
it, with new or expanded workshops.  Details
can be found on page one and the website at
www.lwvofvt.org.  This year the conference will
be held in Wells/Ogunquit.  I hope the local
League leadership, and any other members who
want to know more about how the League
works and help us strengthen our organization,
will attend.  The registration form is on page 5.
Again, check the state website for any updated
details.

Thanks to Marge Gaskins and members of the
LWV Champlain Valley for pitching in and
spending three sessions at UVM the week of
Feb. 18, speaking to college students about civic
participation and the League, and registering
them to vote.  In these days of inadequate civics
education in the schools, our work is as
important as it ever was in our 88-year history.

IÕm looking forward to seeing you at Council.
We're looking for a good turnout.

Kate

The Green Mountain Citizen
Is published four times per year by

The League of Women Voters of Vermont

Kate Rader, President
Claudette Sortino, Editor

Membership in the League includes a
subscription.  If you would like to join the

League, e-mail, write, or call:

League of Women Voters of Vermont
P.O. Box 8266, Essex, VT 05451

802-657-0242
e-mail:  league@lwvofvt.org
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Register for League of Women Voters of Vermont
Council 2008

Saturday, May 3
Langevin Farmhouse Conference Center

Vermont Technical College
Randolph

10:00-10:30          Registration

10:30-11:45  Business Session

11:45     Break

12:00-1:00  Luncheon

1:00     Keynote Speaker: Tanya Stone, author of Elizabeth Leads the Way,
a biography of Elizabeth Cady Stanton

                                                 
Directions to Langevin House: 

I-89 to Exit 4.  On the exit ramps, watch for signs to VTC which will send you up the hill, away from the McDonald’s/Mobil.
Travel one mile to the intersection that brings you to campus, at which, you have the right-of-way.  Take a left here, to your
first right (Furnace Road).  Follow this to its end and the dirt road to your right which will take you to the Langevin 
Farmhouse.

Enter the conference room at the far end of the building.

***************************************************************************************************************************************
REGISTRATION for the meeting is $20, payable to the LWV of VT.  The registration fee includes lunch.  Luncheon
Guest or Non-Member:  $15. Return form and check to June Carmichael, P.O. Box 8214, Essex, VT 05451.
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION is Wednesday, April 23, 2008

Name

Address Phone

Proposed Consensus Position on Redistrict ing

The emphasis on geographic representation in legislative bodies in the U.S. may be anachronistic. It is
more important that voters be represented by elected officials who reflect their political views, than
happen to live nearby. Single-seat winner-take-all elections, regardless of the method of redistricting,
elevate the representation of geography above political philosophy, and other priority voter self-
identities. 

It is impossible to redistrict single-seat districts in such a way as to promote BOTH competitive
elections AND a highly representative delegation (as these two priorities are in inherent conflict in
single-seat districts).  Therefore, 
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The League of Women Voters of Vermont supports the principle of legislative districts using alternative
voting methods, such as proportional representation in multi-seat districts, as a way of achieving both
competitive elections and fair representation of both majorities and minorities within a district. 
                                                                                                                                   (ContÕd next page)
A note about this consensus:  Although a mail-in response to consensus questions is a legitimate
League  method, it is one that was unfamiliar to many of our members.  The responses received were
consistent enough to formulate a position, which will be voted on at Council, but the number of
members participating was disappointing.  Therefore, if you are unable to attend Council on May 3, we
would appreciate it if you would let us know if you find this position acceptable.  Contact me at 229-
4737; catherine.rader@verizon.net or Terry Bouricius at 864-8382; tbour@verizon.net.   Kate

Your state board has a couple of projects requiring dif ferent skill s and
your help is needed:

We want to consolidate our records and store them electronically.  The records from more recent
years É.  m inutes, treasurerÕs reports, convention and council records and newsletters are stored
haphazardly in the computers of a number of past and present board members.  These records should be
converted to PDF format and transferred to more compact format, preferably a flash drive.  This would
probably take some time, but could be done at your convenience.  If you have the appropriate skills, and
would find this a congenial way for you to be an active League member, let me know at 229-4737 or
catherine.rader@verizon.net.

Inspired by the VCW's Vermont Women's History Project, we are looking for someone(s) to put together
a history of the LWVVT.  Our archives are stored at UVM, and I have much material from the 50-year
history of the original LWV Montpelier/Central Vermont.  This is another project that will take some
time, but should be one that would become more interesting as you progress.  Maybe some of our long-
term members could work together on this.  Again, let me know at 229-4737 or
catherine.rader@verizon.net
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Legislative Notes - March 2008

House Government Ops spent a lot of time on the IRV bill that had been passed by the Senate Ð it is in
House for a vote.  Chris Pearson (P-Burlington) was asked to lead the discussion and then the committee
will vote it out. Senate ProTem has assured him it will have no problems Ð no conference call is needed
and it will pass out of the house Ð to the governor.  No one knows what will happen then. 

There are two bills in Senate Gov Ops Ð new ones from the Sec of State. One is called the Òrolling
pollingÓ bill and the other is to have polls open at 5 AM. At this point I donÕt believe these two bills are
sitting well with Town Clerks and might not go anywhere.
In the meantime nothing has really been done on the Constitutional amendments to change the
gubernatorial term to four years and the window for change is about to close.  All continues to be silent
on that front.  Senate Govt. Operations discussed election day registration the week of March 10th.  A
vocal minority of town clerks is opposed.  

House Ways and Means has produced H.866, a bill proposing the use of income tax to help fund
education.  Several weeks ago a small group of legislators submitted H.869, a.k.a. LEAF.  That bill
found more supporters and both bills were to be discussed at a public hearing on March 12th.  LEAF has
a few proposals that LWVVT supports such as removing special education, early essential education,
and technical education from local school budgets.  The League would also like to see transportation
taken over by the state.  

The weather has not been kind to folks who must travel the highways or the mountain roads to get to
Montpelier, so coverage of the legislature has been sporadic.  I would like to thank Kate Rader for her
diligence in covering committee hearings.
                                                                                                                                         Vee Gordon

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-

Register for Quad State Leadership Conference:

-Fill out the registration form below and return with a check for $20, payable to LWVNH - Quad State. Return to
LWVNH, 4 Park Street, Concord, NH 03301.
 
-Make your own hotel reservation at Hampton Inn & Suites, 900 Post Road, Wells, Maine 04090 (1-207-646-
0555). Be sure to say you are with the League of Women Voters and the room rate will be $95.23 (incl. tax). Find a
roommate to share and the cost will be $47.60 per person. Our block of rooms will be held until April 18th, but the
rate will be in effect  until the event. Breakfast is included in the room rate. We will have dinner in the area on
Saturday.
 
This training is made possible by a grant from the League of Women Voters of Vermont Education Fund.
 
Name ________________________________________
Address _____________________________________
Phone ___________________________Email _______________________________________
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF VERMONT
PROPOSED BUDGET

7/1/08 - 6/30/09
INCOME BUDGET TO DATE ESTIMATE PROPOSED

2007-2008 as of 2-29-08 7/1/07-6/30/08 7/1/08-6/30/09
A. Local League Support

1. Central Vermont $324.00 $324.00 $324.00 $372.00 
2. Champlain Valley $666.00 $666.00 $666.00 $600.00 
3. Upper Valley $216.00 $216.00 $216.00 $276.00 

B. MAL Dues @ $50 $3,275.00 $1,442.40 $2,100.00 $2,850.00 
Nat'l Member Reimb. $240.00 $200.00 $200.00 $115.00 

C. Contributions Member $100.00 $330.00 $330.00 $300.00 
            Non-member $100.00 $25.00 $25.00 $100.00 
To Ed Fund $0.00 $10.00 $10.00 

D. Fundraising
1. Sales, Publications $1,000.00 $70.60 $100.00 $500.00 
2. Other $2,000.00 $128.15 $200.00 $1,000.00 
3. Convention/Council $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

E. 4. Grants - Civics $8,000.00 $8,000.00 $8,000.00 
        Voter Service $0.00 $2,000.00 
5. Interest $5.00 $3.54 $5.00 $4.00 
6. Reserves: LWVofVT $433.00 $915.00 
7. Keyes Trust $2,650.00 $2,650.00 

G. Miscellaneous $0.00 $150.00 $150.00 

TOTAL $16,926.00 $6,215.69 $16,409.00 $18,032.00 

EXPENDITURES BUDGET TO DATE ESTIMATE PROPOSED
2007-2008 as of 2/29/08 7/1/07-6/30/08 7/1/08-6/30/09

A. Operating Costs
1. Equipment $331.00 $300.00 $100.00 
2. P.O. Box Rent $80.00 $92.00 $92.00 $92.00 
3. Postage $200.00 $41.00 $125.00 $130.00 
4. Contact Comm. $500.00 $369.16 $550.00 $600.00 
5. Toll Calls
6. Copying $50.00 $20.00 $100.00 
7. General Supplies $150.00 $46.94 $100.00 $150.00 
8. Web Expenses $175.00 $160.00 $160.00 $260.00 

B. Board & Adminstration
l. President $600.00 $31.62 $300.00 $600.00 
2. Board $200.00 $20.00 $100.00 $200.00 
3. Membership $500.00 $263.00 $200.00 $300.00 
4. Public Relations $100.00 $50.00 
5. Liability Insurance $300.00 $299.00 $299.00 $300.00 
6. Fund Raising $100.00 $100.00 $100.00 

EXPENDITURES (Cont) BUDGET TO DATE ESTIMATE PROPOSED
2007-2008 as of 2/29/08 7/1/07-6/30/08 7/1/08-6/30/09

C. Delegates & Travel
1. Nat. Council/Conv. $1,274.00 $560.42 $1,274.00 $1,000.00 
2. State Conv./Council $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 
3. Conf. & Grants $8,100.00 $8,100.00 $8,100.00 

D. Financial
1. US PMP $1,755.00 $1,755.40 $1,755.00 $1,600.00 
2. MAL unit PMP $138.00 $95.00 $95.00 $100.00 

E. Green Mtn Citizen
1. Printing & Supplies $400.00 $334.34 $500.00 $500.00 
2. Postage $400.00 $182.45 $300.00 $400.00 

F. Educational Activities
1. Vt Citizens' Guide $58.00 $10.00 $50.00 
2. Voter Service $100.00 $15.68 $25.00 $2,000.00 
3. Publications $0.00 

G. National Advocacy (all) $100.00 $50.00 $100.00 
1. Making Demo. Work
2. Natural Resources
3. Children at Risk
4. International Relations
5. Other

H.  State Advocacy (all) $100.00 $100.00 $100.00 
1. Education Reform  
2. Voting Rights, IRV
3. Natural Resources
4. Civics Grant exp. $594.00 $594.00 

I. Legislature $215.00 $100.00 $100.00 
1. Flyer
2. Corp

J. Ed Fund Donations $0.00 $10.00 $10.00 

K. Misc. - Other $0.00 $150.40 $150.00 

TOTAL $16,926.00 $5,020.41 $16,409.00 $18,032.00 
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League of Women Voters of Vermont
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Essex ,VT 05451-8266

     CALENDAR

May 3, 2008 LWVVT Council, Vermont Technical College, Randolph

May 17-18, 2008 Quad States Leadership Conference (Location TBA)    


